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EXTRACTS 
From the (Hartford) Christian Secretary. 

THE STUPIDITY AND CRUELTY OF IDOLATERS, 
Exemplified in the conduct of the Chinese; ex- 

tracted from the Journal of Mr. Medhurst, when 

he resided in Penang. 

“Jan. 7, 1821. Walking out, I called at the house 
of aman, who was engraving an idol; and, on look- 
ing round, I perceived his house to be full of the 
works of his own hands. I could not help feeling 
a holy indignation at such affronts on the Divine 
Majesty, to suppose him to be like unto wood and 
stone, graven by art and man’s device. I spoke to 
him on the folly of trusting to the works of his own 
hands, but I found him to be nearly as ignorant as 
the idols he was making. “They that make them 
are like unto them.” He was unable to give any 
consistent excuse for his folly, acknowledged that he 
was a mere imitator of others, and was making the 
idols for his own gain.” 

Reader, where is the mighty difference between 
the Penang idolaters, and Arminians, mongrel Cal- 
vinists, alias Hopkinsians, and all the sticklers for 
the works of the creature, in our own country! Do 
not they “trust to the works of their own hands 2” 
Do not they consign to endless fire and flames, those 
who are destitute of their good works? They do. 


There is as much idolatry in the one case as in. 


the other. 

“ Murder of the female infants by the Chinese. 

“Jan. 18. Aman came tor medicine to-day, with 
whom I conversed awhile privately. I asked him 
how long he had left China, and whether he ever 
hought upon his family there. He said he fre- 
quently thought on them, and intended next year 
to return and visit them, for he had three sons, and 
one daughter who was married. ‘I had another 
daughter, (he added) but I did not bring her up.’ 
‘Not bring her up, (said 1) what did you do with 
her’? *¥ smothered her, (said he;) this year also, 
[ heard by letter, that another daughter was born; 
I sent word to have that smothered also, but the 
mother has preserved it alive.’ I was shocked at 
this speech, and still more at the horrid indiffer- 
ence with which it was uttered. ‘* What, (said I) 
murder your own chrildren? Do you not shudder 
at such an act?’ * QO, no! (said he) it is a very com- 
mon thing in China. We put the female children 
out of the way, to save the trouble of bringing them 
up; some people have smothered five or six daugh- 
ters.” My horror was increased by his continued 
indifference, and the lightness with which such 
crimes are perpetrated in China with impunity, 
whieh must be the case. when they are related 


without fear of detection, as the common occur- 
rences of life. I felt that I had a murderer by my 
side, who must without repentance inevitably per- 
ish. I told him plainly that he had committed a 
most dreadful sin, and that he was in danger of eter- 
nal wrath. Though I said this with the greatest 
seriousness and earnestness, at first he only laughed, 
and it was sometime before he would acknowledge 
that he had done wrong; however, afterwards he 
seemed to feel a little concerned, and I hope affect- 
ed. What an awful view does this present of the 
“Celestial Empire,” loaded with crime, deluged 
with blood, and ripe for destruction!” 

This abominable practice deserves reprobation ; 
but, remember, when you condemn the Chinese for 
wantonly destroying thetr children, you, who wor- 
ship the god of Calvin and Arminius, condemn 
your god for destroying his children. And witha 
destruction, too, incomparably more abomincble. 
The smothering an intant, and making it suffer, at 
longest, five minutes, is kindness, compared toa 


one is murder, the other wants a name! Wofds 
cannot be found to express its abomination, cruelty, 
and maliciousness. . 

The missionary shuddered with horror, at the 
story of smothering an infant. But he can tell, with- 
out shuddering or horror, of countless millions of 
his brethren of the human race exiled to an inter- 
minable hell! What a farce is this!’ Yet these men 
are encouraged to go on in absurdity, and exalted 
to honour for impiously traducing the character of 
the God of Love. It is a dreadful thing, for an 
jgnorant sinner to smother an infant child, and 
cause it to suffer for a moment. But, it is a lovely 
and beautiful reflection, which will cause these 
pious missionaries to shout for joy, that myriads of 
infants and adults, shall be endlessly smothering, 
and never die, in the sulphurious flames of Calvin’s 
Hell. 

O ye hypocrites! Thus to “gape at a gnat, and 
swallow a camel!” 

<g> 
YOUNG’S LETTERS. 
Universalism & Caivinism Contrasted. 
LETTER II. 
(Continued from page 358.) 
TO A FRIEND. 

John iii. 35. and iv. 37. “The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given all things into his hand. All 
that the Father giveth me, shall come to me, and 
him that cometh, I will in no wise cast out.” If the 
Father bath given all things into the hands of the 
Son. and al? shall come to him, that the Father 








destruction in the fire of a never-ending hell! Wt 
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hath given him; then must all come to him; be- 
cause he says, they shall come, and he declares he 


will in no wise cast them out. 

* And this is the Father's will which sent. me, 
that of all which he hath given me, I should lose 
nothing; but should raise it up at the last day.” 
[tis therefore, plainly contrary to the will of the 
Father of mercies, that any of the buman race 
should be lost: for he gave them into the hands of 
him who came to seek aud to save that which was 
lost, that he should raise them up at the last day, 
and not leave them captives and prisoners to the 
Devil, in the pit wherein is no water. 

Zech. ix. 2. 
thy covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners out of 
Isa. xxiv. 22. “ And 
they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are 


* As for thee also, by the blood of 
the pit, wherein is no water.” 


gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the 
prison: and after many days they shall be visited ;” 
but least some should imagine they were to be visit- 
ed in wrath, St. Peter informs us for what purpose 
“ Who shall give 
account to him that is ready to judge the quick and 
the dead. For, for this cause was the gospel preached 
also to them that are dead, that they might be 


they were to be visited in mercy. 


judged according to men in the flesh; but live ac- 
cording to God in the Spirit.” 

1 Pet. i. 18. For Christ also hath once suffered 
for sins, the just for the unjust, (that he might bring 
us to God) being put to death in the flesh; but 
quickened by the Spirit.” Ver. 19. “ By which also 
he 


Ver. 20. “ Winch sometime were disobedient, when 


went aud preached to the spirits in prison.” 


once the long suffering of God waited in the days 
of Noah@while the ark was a preparing ; wherein 
few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water.” The 
Calvinists, who make it an essential article in their 


creed, that the devil has an absolute right to all the ! 


captives he has taken, they being made on purpose 
for him, deny that Christ descended into hell to 
preach the gospel to the spirits of the inhabitants of 
the old world; who, for their enormous transgres- 
sions, had been drowned by the universal deluge ; 
for if this should once be allowed, the soul-reviving 
doctrine of eternal infinite punishment, must, alas! 
be given up! They believe that all the gracious 
promises, made by God to mankind, are made to 
themselves only; that is, to the elect; and only 
held out to the reprobates, in a general way, t 
aggravate their eternal punishment, and keep up an 
appearance of strict justice and impartiality; for, 
although they were destined to eternal perdition, 
by a secret decree, by which their fate was irrevo- 
cably fixed; they may, nevertheless, be told, Ye 
have had the gospel preached to you, with frequent 
offers of pardon and reconciliation; but ye would 
not accept of the terms of savation: when, agreea- 
bly to their tenets, it never was intended that they 
should ever come into the kingdom of heaven ; the 
doors of mercy being shut against them, by an eter- 
nal decree, prior to their existence. Therefore, 
wien the Deity appears to be earnestly pleading 
with ihe house of Israel, to forsake the evil of their 
ways and live, he must have only intended to insult 





- ; —— , ———- 
and tantalize them, by requesting them to do thar 
which he knew to be impossible. 

Ezek. xvii. 31. “Cast away from you all your 


transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed, and 
make you anew heart amd anew spirit; for w), 
will ye die, O house of Israel?” Ver. 32, «Por j 
have no pleasure in the death of him that dior) 
saith the Lord God; wherefore, turn and hee? 
saith Ezekiel; but he : 
taken; for the Deity is supposed, by his sys 
to take great pleasure in the death and etey; 


misery of sinners; else, why should he have dom 


so Calvin says 


ed so many millions to eternal misery, many 
before they existed, and fixed their fate by an iy 


Ifthe Deity be a free ageat, | 
certainly would not decree any thing contrary to} 


mutable decree ? 


own good will and pleasure. 

If it be said that God did not absolutely deere, 
that any individual should be eternally misera)); 
but only foreknew, and permitted it to be so, to js 
own displeasure: Tquere; was he compelled ; 
bring beings into existence, which he certainly for 
knew would sin and suffer a few years on eayt 
and then be miserable to the endless ages of etery 
ty in hell torments? If he was not obliged to er 
them, why did he not suffer them to sleep in a stat 
non-existence, Where non-entities can sutter no» 
convenience, and cannot offend the Deity ? By: 
means two great evils would have been avoi 
to wit: The infinite torment of created being: 
the great displeasure of the Creator. 

But, say they, he has permitted all this evil anc 
misery to make his almighty power known in th 
punishment of sinners. An astonishing contrivan 
indeed, that the Deity should introduce into ti 
system an infinity of sin and misery, to give him a 
opportunity of displaying his almighty power, : 
crushing a few reptiles—mortals, whose existen 
even for a moment, depends entirely on tlie»: 
taining power of the Deity. 

it is also supposed, that he rendered finite briny 
incapable of doing good, and capable of doing in’ 
nite evil, to afford him an opportunity of showi 
his infinite aversion to sin and sinners, and to gr 
tify his vindictive justice in punishing them et 
nally. But why would not his numerous deci 
tions in scripture, bis punishing whole nations : 
this life, in the most awful manner, and an add 
tional punishment in hell flames, for two, three, : 
four thousand years, answer every valuable purpos 
that chastisement can be rationally expected to a! 
swer, Whether vindictive, exemplary, or emendator) 


And whenever punishment is inflicted, that canne 
be vindicated on the above grounds, it must be 1! 
flicted in open violation of the eternal laws « 
nature, and of nature’s God, whose severest jd: 


‘ 


ments are inflicted with the merciful design 0 
reforming the oifender. 

1 Cor. iti. 13, &c. “ Every man’s work shall bv 
made manifest ; for the day shall declare it, because 
it shall be revealed by fire, and the fire shall tr: 
every man’s work, of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereon, he shal’ 
receive a reward. If any man’s work shall b 











burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so, as by fire.” 

By the above texts we are informed, that even 
the most severe afilictive dispensations of God's 
providence, are inflicted with the merciful design 
of purifying us from all dross and corruption; that 
is, to destroy sin in us; but ultimately to save the 
strmer. How vastly different is the real character 
of the Deity, from that given him by those who re- 
present him as an almighty tyrant, forcing millions 
of human beings into existence, with the most in- 
vineible propensities, inherent in their natures, to 
do ul manner of evil; and precluded from the pos- 
sibility of doing any good without his divine assist- 
ince, Which aid he decreed never to afford them; 
but having determined, many ages prior to their 
existence, to punish them in hel! to the endless ages 
of eternity, for acting agreeably to the nature and 
lisposition with which he brought them into being ! 
But to give their hypothesis the semblance of jus- 
tice, they say, that God created Adam both inno- 
eent and holy, and constituted him ou: head and 
representative; and entered into a covenant with 
him: that upon the simple condition of his abstain- 
ing from eating the forbidden fruit, both himself 
and all his posterity should be happy. This condi- 
tion, they affirm, gave us all an extremely promis- 
ing chance of securing eternal happiness at an easy 
rate; but unfortunately, Adam being seduced by 
the serpent, did eat the forbidden fruit; which is 
the cause, Or, as some very nice metaphysicians 
term if, the oceasion, that all his posterity are born 
with such evil dispositions as to render us justly 
obnoxious to God’s wrath and curse, to the endless 
iges of eternity. Of which, they say, we have no 
just cause to complain, as the Deity had given us 
such a fair chance for eternal happiness in the 
choice which he made for us. But in this part of 
their discordant hypothesis, they appear to have 
turgotten both the prescience, and eternal decrees of 
the Deity, or wish to have this part of the transac- 
tion considered as contingent, when they say, If 
Adam had stood we should have been happy, &c. ; 
whereas, they affirm, the Deity not only infallibly 
knew, but had also positively decreed, that Adam 
should fall: for they admit of no contingents, that 
is, things which either may or may not happen; as 
such a disposition of affairs would admit of free 
agency, which might render the decrees of the 
Deity uncertain, and liable to be frustrated. For if 
it be once granted, that mankind have it in their 
power, either by their faith and good works, or their 
unbelief and wickedness, to alter the fate to which 
they were predestinated, then it might happen, that 
the elect might go to hell, and the reprobated to 
heaven, which would overturn their whole chaotic 
system; in which they impute to the Deity many 
unprovoked acts of cruelty, viz. 

I. In forcing many millions into existence, out 
of a state of non-existence, wherein they could have 
suffered no inconvenience ; without having had the 
least inclination or disposition to make the condi- 
tion into which he brought them, equal to a state of 
non-existence, but to make it infinitely worse. 
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II. In constituting Adam our representative, when 
he infallibly knew that he would transgress and ren- 
der millions of his posterity infinitely sinful and 
eternally miserable; for nothing short of infinite 
guilt can merit eternal punishment. 

III. In denying millions of the fallen race of 
Adam the benefits of Christ’s death and sufferings, 
who tasted death for every man, and gave his life a 
ranson for all. Which will uadouotedly be testified 
in due time. 

IV. In affirming that the Deity will punish 
human beings eternally for the misfortunes which 
they have suffered, in consequence of the choice 
he made for them, by constituting Adam their 
head and representative. ‘To punish a person for 
a wilful fault, in a degree proportioned to the 
magnitude of the crime, 1s undoubtedly just; but 
to punish a person for an unavoidable misfortune 
is both unjust and cruel, especially when the being 
said to inflict the punishment, has either by mis- 
take, or wilfully through design, been the sole cause 
of the misfortune. If God wished well to the whole 
human race, and the merits of Christ’s death and 
sufferings was only sufficient to save but a few, then 
it was a cruel oversight to create any greater oum- 
ber than it was in the power of Christ to yansom, 
and redeem from the pit in which there is no water. 
To say that God did not wish or intend that the 
whole of the human race should be eventually 
happy, but that he made them to sin and suffer a 
few vears in this world, and then to suffer in hell 
eternally, is blasphemy. 

To say he wished that they might all be eventu- 
ally happy, but he knew infallibly before he created 
them, that great numbers would be eternally and 
irrecoverably miserable, is an absurdity too great to 
be inserted in the religious code of any denomina- 
tion of Christians: that is, God is supposed to bring 
into existence millions of unoffending beings, wish- 
ing and designing that they should be eventually 
happy, but knowing intallibly, long before he caused 
them to exist, that they should be eternally and 
irrecoverably miserable ; it not being in the power 
of the greatest number to avoid it, and the Deity 
had predetermined never to use any effectual means 
to prevent it, although his infimte wisdom and 
power could have easily effected it. 

The Scriptures inform us, that God made all 
things for himself; but our most orthodox teachers 
assure us, that it is a grand mistake, he having made 
by far the greatest number of the posterity of Adam 
for the devil, knowing and intending that they 
should be his slaves and captives eternally, they 
being consigned to him by an eternal decree. It is 
therefore evident, say they, that Christ is the propi- 
tiation for the sins of the elect only, and not as John 
erroneously imagined, for the sins of the whole 
world. That he did not taste death for every man, 
but fora few self-chosen saints, who fancy them- 
selves in possession of the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; and whose constant practice, from the 
earliest ages of the Christian church, has been to 
endeavour to shut the door of mercy against every 
denomination and individual that were not as holy 
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as themselves, saying, Stand off, lam more holy 


than thou. 

Christ cannot reconcile, or be reconciled to those 
we call reprobates. He did not preach the gospel 
to the spirits in prison, that they should be judged 
according to men in the flesh, but live according to 
God in the spirit. Why should Christ preach to 
the spirits of the inhabitants of the old world, 
who were drowned, all but eight persons, for their 
rebellion? He surely will never have mercy on 
the damned. 

God will never bring again the captivity of So- 
dom, Samaria, and Jerusalem, as predicted by Eze- 
kiel. Neither will he establish again an everlasting 
covenant with them. Neither will he ever be paci- 
fied towards them; for ifthe inhabitants of Sodom, 
Samaria, and Jerusalem are to be restored to God’s 
favour, who were cut off and destroyed for their 
horrid sins and abominations, then all the human 
race may be restored, the kingdom of Satan depo- 
pulated, and the soul reviving doctrine of eternal 
misery be And many a pious 
Jonah, who had taken great delight in preaching it, 
be exceedingly displeased, and very, very angry. 
But every benevolent being will rejoice, when God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. And there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain; for the 
former things are passed away. Amen. 

(To be continued.) 
—j> 
SERMON 
ON DIVINE BENEVOLENCE. 


BY JOHN SAMUEL THOMPSON. 


for ever silenced. 


There was a rainbow round about the throne, in 
sight like unto an emerald. Rev. iv. 3. 
(Coneluded from p- 355.) 

Universal Salvation is plainly taught, 

1. By all those passages of Scripture which re- 
present God as the common Father of mankind. 

Isa. Ixiii. 16. “ Doubtless thou art our Father, 
though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel ac- 
knowledge us not; thou, O Lord, art our Father, 
Mal. ii. 10. “ Have we not all one 
Ephes. 


our Redeemer.” 
Father? Has not one God created us ?” 
iv. 10. “ One God and Father of all,” &c. 

2. By all those that declare him good and mer- 


ciful. 
Ex. xxxiv. 6,7. “The Lord God merciful and 


gracious. Keeping mercy for thousands.” Luke 
vi. 36. “Be ye merciful, even as your Father is 
merciful.” Psa. exviii. 1—5. “His mercy endu- 
reth for ever,” Xe. 

3. By all that tell us his anger is but for a mo- 
ment; that he will not chide continually, nor keep 
his anger for ever. 

Psa. eiii. 8, 9. “ The Lord is merciful and gra- 
cious. He will not always chide, nor keep his an- 
ger for ever.” 

Micah vii. 18. “ Who is a God like unto thee ? 
He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he de- 
lighteth in mercy.” Isa. liv. 8. “In a little wrath 


Thid my face for a moment, but with everlasting 





kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord, 
thy Redeemer.” Psa. xxx. 5. “ His anger endu 
reth but for a moment.” Isa. lvii. 16. “T will no; 
contend for ever, neither will I be always wroth.” 

4. By all that assure us God wills not the deat) 
of sinners. 

Ezek. xviii. “ Have I any pleasure at all tha: 
the wicked should die? saith the Lord God.” 
xxxiii. 11. “As I live, saith the Lord, I have yy, 
pleasure in the death of the wicked.” 1 Tim. ii. 4 
“ God our Saviour will have all men to be saved.” 

5. By all those which teach that his counse! ji 
stand, and he will do all his pleasure. 

Isa. xlv. 23. “I have sworn by myself, the word 
is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and wil] 
not return.” xlvi. 10. “ My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure.” Ivii. 9, 10. “ 
sworn, my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee.” 

6. By all that represent the blessings of Christ's 
mediation, and the gospel covenant as extending to 


23. 


h i\ 


all men without exception. 

John iii. 16. “God so loved the world that h 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever belies 
eth on him should not perish.” 1 Tim. ii. 5. “ One 
Mediator, who gave himself a ransom for all.” 
Col. i. 20. “ Having made peace through the blooi 
of his cross, to reconcile all things to himseli, 
whethe: they be things in earth, or things in heaven.” 

7. By all that command us to do good to all 
men, to pray for all, and thereby become perfect, as 
our Father who is in heaven. 

1 Tim. ii. 1. “IT exhort that prayers be made fx 
all men ; for this is acceptable in the sight of God.” 
Matt. v. 44, 48. “ Love your enemies, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them who pers 
cute you. Be ye perfect, even as your Father is 
perfect.” 

8. By all that represent the state of the mora 
world as approximating towards perfection, and ail 
intelligent beings joining in one chorus, ascribing 
glory and honour to hit that sitteth on the throne, 
and to the Lamb for ever. 

Isa. xxv. 6,7. “The Lord of hosts will make 
unto all people a feast of fat things. He will destroy 
the covering cast over all people, and the veil that is 
spread over all nations.” Heb. viii. 11. “They 
shall not teach every man his neighbour, saying, 
Know the Lord, for all shall know me, from the 
least to the greatest.” Zech. xiv. 9. “The Lord 
shall be King over all the earth: in that day there 
shall be one Lord, and his name One.” Rev. xi. 19. 
“ There were great voices in heaven, saying, The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever.” xxii. 3. “There shall be no more 
curse.” v.13. “Every creature in heaven, earth, 
under the earth, in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be to him that sitteth on the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.” 

If you continue to believe the heart-rending, 
God-dishonouring dogma of endless torment, I beg 
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-ou to say, you believe God has chosen you and a 
few others to heaven and happiness, and through 
some capricious notion, doomed the vast mass of his 
creatures to never-ending misery ; but do not dis- 
zrace the Scriptures by bringing so malignant a 
harge against them, as to represent them teaching 
such a notorious libel on all the pertections of Deity. 
But it will be asked, Do not the Scriptures de- 
clare that the punishment of the wicked will be 
eternal? Lanswer, Our translators use the phrases 
everlasting punishment, everlasting destruction, but 
without any authority. The original word is atonios, 
from the noun aion. If then we ascertain the just 


meaning of ation, we shall understand the sense of 


tionios, as correctly as we know the words daily, 
weekly, yearly, by the terms day, week, vear. Now 
mon occurs above 100 times in the Greek Testa- 
ment; in 70 places it clearly signifies a limited 
time. The proper sense of ation is age. Hence 
Christ says, The children of this aion are wiser than 
the children of light,’ Luke xvi. 8. “The children 
ef this ation marry,” Luke xx. 34. The phrase 
“this aton,” occurs 22 times in the New-Testa- 
ment, and necessarily stands opposed to some other 
aion ; as this aion and that which is to come.— 
Homer uses aion for life, or the age of a man. 
Iliad iv. 478. Short was his ation, taken off as he 
was by the spear of the magnanimous Ajax. Iliad 
y. 685. Then may aion forsake me in your city. 
Iliad xvi. 453. When his avon shall have left him. 
The word in the above passages from the Testament 
ind Homer, cannot mean eternity: and I boldly 
assert it never has such an extensive signifieation. 
The true radical idea is constant. Thus aionton 
fire means a constant burning, such as that of Ge- 
henna. The fire on the Jewish altar was to burn 
for ever, that is, to be constantly or continually 
burning. Sometimes it signifies lasting, as the fire 
of Sodom, which we are told lasted 2000 years. I 
shall briefly show the absurdity of translating this 
word eternity, or its adjective eternal. We read, 
Heb. ix. 26. “The end of the ations ;”’ and in 
1 Cor. ii. 7. “ Before the aions began.” Can then 
eternity have a beginning, and will it have an end ? 
If aion mean eternity, what will aions of ations 
mean, but eternities of eternities? Surely such 
language is absurd and ridiculous. Where then is 
the foundation on which to build the monstrous and 
absurd doctrine of eternal punishment ! 

The advocates of eternal torments will confident- 
iy, though very ignorantly, assert, the same word is 
used to express the duration of the happiness of the 
righteous ; and, consequently, if the punishment of 
the wicked have an end, so will the enjoyment of 
saints. I reply, Paul speaks of the glory of heaven, 
as far exceeding atonion, or eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
Daniel tells us, the saints of the Most High shall 
possess the kingdom through the aions of aiors, 
kai eti, and longer; and the Psalmist says, The 
Lord shall reign through aions of aions, kai eti, 
and longer. They who turn many to righteous- 
ness, shall shine as the stars through the aions, 
kai eti, and longer, Dan. xii. 3. See also Ex. 
xv. 18 Micah iv. 5. Xe. 





Perhaps you say, All must wish the doctrine of 
Universalism were true. Undoubtedly they must, 
for none but a real devil could wish otherwise.— 
Whatever men may attribute to those imaginary 
spirits which people the regions of darkness and 
despair, yet all that is good, or great, or godlike in 
the universe, is on the side of clemency and mercy. 

The opponents of the doctrine must suppose 
either that God wills not universal happiness, or 
that he knows not how to effect it. Against both 
these infamous and wicked conclusions, the whole 
Scriptures depose. Surely the believers in eternal 
misery are confuted by that text which declares, 
God will not keep his anger for ever. If the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation be not true, the counsel 
of God must be frustrated, and the Deity himself 
deprived of happiness. Yea, it must follow that all 
men will ultimately be happy, and God’s goodness 
and wisdom be thereby vindicated, or universal 
chaos shall again return, and Heaven, baffled in its 
design, give up the ungovernable world to reel, 
stagger, and tumble into its original nothingness! ! 

But suppose a man in his thirty years of active 
life, to be guilty of an accumulation of crimes, more 
than the history of a whole kingdom for a century 
could parallel. To have spread ruin and devasta- 
tion over empires. ‘To have murdered millions of 
his fellow-creatures for his own eratification. As 
every act was a crime, so for every breath he drew 
let a year’s torment be awarded; would not the 
most vindictive cry, It is enough? Yet not to this 
monster alone would you assign such punishments, 
but to all who fail of the imaginary righteousness 
which shall inherit the kingdom of God. Still the 
worst remains untold; for even to this too heavy 
affliction eternal misery must.be added! Shall it 
be said, as by the demons of the Inquisition, for the 
love of God! Call down fire from heaven and be 
blameless, but pollute not God’s holy name with 
judgments like these. If this be the light of revela- 
tion, enter by it the dark profound. See the fiery 
lake thickly peopled with such beings as we. Be- 
hold hatred and malevolence pervading all ; tortu- 
ring agony filling every limb, every muscle, every 
nerve. Help your imagination; fancy you see all 
the inhabitants of this large city assembled ;* swell 
your ideas to allthe population of the Union, add 
Europe’s millions, summon Asia’s myriads, and 
when Africa has augmented the tide, plunge them 
all into this state of thankless, thriftless misery ; 
contemplate them there, and if you have a heart to 
do it, wish them all immortality! Is thy servant a 
dog, that he should do so great wickedness? Can 
it be better to fall into the hands of man, than of 
God? Since you would abhor yourself if you could 
but wish this, can you love God whilst you think it 
to be his pleasure!! The heathen superstition de- 
graded the Creator, by assimilating him to the crea- 
ture, but orthodox theology inflicts a much deeper 
wound on his character. For fallen man, corrupt 
as he may be, is not so malignant as to exact an 
eternity of torments for the least offence, and refuse 





* This discourse was delivered in Philade!phia 
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to remit the sentence, though the offender manifest 
the most sincere contrition! Can aman so think 
of God, and call him bis Father ? What would such 
language be, but the bitterness of a spirit that mock- 
ed its own wretchedness, or the insolent irony with 
which a slave revenges himself on the author of his 
oppression ; or a libel on their memory who first 
taught us what are the tenderness and long-suffer- 
ings of a parent’s heart ! 

Great Parent of good, we shall look up, and con- 
fidently call thee Father! Ocean of eternal love, 
embosomed in Thee, thy needy, even thine erring 
children shall find a hiding-place, secure from all 
those terrific storms which an infuriate imagination 
lias invented, and blind superstition continues to 
adore. 

—g>——- 
MISSIONARIES AND MONEY. 

An extract from a sermon preached by a mission- 
iry, on the eve of his departure on an evangelizing 
expedition, is going the rounds in the orthodox pa- 
pers. The text is, Mark xvi. 15, “ Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
This preacher, in answer to the objection, that the 
missionaries had better stay at home, and preach, 
Ke. &e. says, “After hearing this command, of 
what avail, think you, were all the opposing maxims 
of men? What though their near relatives, in the 
dour of affection, cling around their necks to de- 
tain them ? What though their Christian brethren, 
with a mistaken worldly policy, said to them, ‘ Stay 
with us. You can be useful here. Despise not the 
claims of kindred and friends. Love not your 
neighbours better than yourselves. Beware how 
vou leave heathen behind you, and weaken the 
hands of your brethren. We cannot send you off. 
We need aJl our labour, and all our wealth, and all 
our men, and all our religion, at home.’ Of what 
avail was all this, when the language of Christ was, 
‘ Go :—go, scatter abroad the blessings of salvation. 
Diffuse, far and wide, the life-giving influence of 
the gospel. Let no bounds be set to your journies. 
Penetrate every desert ; cross every sea; scale eve- 
ry mountain; and see that no dark corner of the 
earth be left uncheered by the glory of my gospel.” 

How crafty is this missionary! He makes the 
cotemporaries of the old apostles to say, “ We need 
all our wealth !” Did the apostles of Christ, like 
the apostles of Calvin, Hopkins and Co. bawl 
money! money! money! and pretend that money 
was necessary to convert and save the heathen ? 
Did Christ tell them to bavwl, and beg of every per- 
son they met, in his name, for money? If he did, 
then these men are justifiable, and can bring pre- 
cept and example, to authorize their proceedings. 
But, if Christ never gave such directions, then these 
men are mere pretenders, who obtain “money on 

false tokens, and false pretences.” Christ told his 
diseiples, “Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass, in your purses,” &c. (Matt. x. 9.) evidently 
meaning that the progress of his gospel was alto- 
gether independent of these helps. But modern 
pretended disciples and apostles, are continually 
bawling, money! money! money! Like the daugh- 





ters of the horseleech, crying, “give! give! give! 
The heathen are going to hell,—money ! money! 
money! QO for the money! Give us money, or the 
heathen will be damned! The missionary proceed: 
in his sermon as follows— 

“ After this will it be objected, that ‘ Christ cay 
take care of his church: that he can convert the 
heathea when he pleases, without our assistance * 
We answer: Christ can indeed do these things. H, 
can raise up missionaries, and send them forth jy 
He 
can send his ravens to feed them, as he did to })), 
prophet; or rain down manna from heaven for this 


multitudes, without any assistance from us, 


purpose, ashe did to his people in the desert. [tj 
an important, a glorious fact, that Christ can do a!) 
this. But what has this fact to do with our presen: 
subject ? Does the mere fact that Christ is almigh- 
ty, secure the salvation of the heathen? How does 
it secure this object, any more than it secures ayy 
other object that is desirable? He can preserve 
your life and health, without your assistance? He 
can convert to himself all your friends, and neigh. 
bours, and countrymen,—all the heathen around 
you. But do you therefore conclude it will be so? 
Are you encouraged by it, to banish all your care, 
and make no provision for your worldly support; 
none for the religious instruction of your family ; 
none for the public ordinances of the gospel? But 
allowing that Christ were willing to convert th 
heathen without our assistance, how would evey 
this affect, in the least degree, our duty to spread 
the gospel ?” 

This pious missionary asks, “Does the mere 
fact that Christ is Almighty, secure the salvation oi 
the heathen? How does it secure this object ?” Xe. 
Again. “ But allowing that Christ were tilling 
convert the heathen without our assistance,” Kc. 
What language is this! Does the willingness of 
Christ depend upon the co-operation of these men, 
and their co-operation depend on money ? This is 
what they want to prove, that they may drain the 
purses of the people, and fatten un the spoils of the 
poor! It seems that Christ’s power, (and that 
almighty,) and his desire to save the world, all must 
fail, unless the missionaries lend their aid, and their 
aid depends on the money! 'The missionary con- 
tinues-— 

“ As fast as you state, one after another, your dif- 
ficulties and discouragements, the Saviour will meet 
them with the reply, ‘ Did I not know them all ten 
thousand yearsago? Did I enter upon the work of 
man’s redemption, without first eounting the cost’ 
Did I not see beforehand, the sorrow, the sweat and 
the agony of the garden? Did I not see the mock- 
ery, the suffering, and the blood of Calvary ? Think 
you I did not know, that, to spread my gospel 
through the earth, would cost you many a purse of 
gold, many an aching heart, many a parting tear, 
many a day of perplexity, toil and weariness? I 
tell you the cost was faithfully and fully counted at 
the first ; and still 1 thought it best to meet my suf- 
ferings, and still I think it best that you meet yours. 
Still I say, and say to you, Go, preach the gospel to 
every creature.” 
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Here the beloved money is uppermost. “ Think 
you I did not know, that, to spread my gospel 
through the earth, would cost you many a purse of 
cold!!!" Tt is most assuredly wicked to put such 
a tarrago of jargon into the Saviour’s mouth. With 
these men, money is the great concern. They are 
the most shameless beggars the world ever produ- 
But, we venture to predict, that their reign of 
falsehood, imposition, and shameful begging, is 


ced. 
drawing to a clcse! They are an excrescence 
which the good sense of the honest part of the com- 
munity will soon lop off, and gladden the hearts of 
the widow and the fatherless, with the enormous 
sums Which would otherwise be carried off by these 
religious gormandizers. 


—_—>——- 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


S1rx,—It would please a friend and subscriber to 
have an exposition of 2 Cor. it. 15, 16. 
A FRIEND. 


“ For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in 
them that are saved, and in them that perish : to 
the one the savour of death unto death ; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life.” 

There are two passages which explain away all 
difficulty relative to the above quotation. Namely— 
“I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, 
saith the Lord God,” Ezek. xviii. 52. “ For God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all,” Rom, xi. These declare 
the disposition of the Divine Mind toward man, and 
the means by which he will accomplish his benefi- 
cent purposes. Now if the perishing spoken of, 
inilitated against the final happiness of the sinner, it 


J 


would be impossible for Paul to be “ a sweet savour 
of Christ, in them that perish ;” for Christ would 
stand in no relation to these perishing sinners, 
which could possibly be acceptable to that God who 
has no pleasure in the sinner’s death, and who con- 
cludes them in that unbelief, which produces death, 
that he may have pleasure in exercising his mercy 
toward them, and restoring them, in his own time, 
to holiness, and happiness. 

The verse preceding the quotation, reads as fol- 
lows—“* Now, thanks be unto God, who always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ ; and maketh man- 
ifest the savour of his [God's] knowledge by us in 
every place.” Paul, unquestionably alluded to the 
custom of triumphing in those days, among the an- 
cients. Paul’s triumph is worthy of particular no- 
tice. Paul triumphedin Christ. The cause of his 
triumph was the making known the knowledge of 
God, not man, and the savour of this knowledge, by 
Paul and his compeers, in every place. The know- 
Yedge spoken of, is that mystery, or secret, declared 
in Ephes. i. to be God’s good pleasure which he 
purposed in himself, to gather together in one all 
things in Christ. The savour of this knowledge is 
a “sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, 
and in them that perish.” For even them that per- 
ish, shall be raised immortal, incorruptible, and 
glorious ! 

Reader, it is the knowledge of God, not man, that 





worketh ; and God is not indebted to missionaries 
for the salvation of mankind ; but worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will ; which will is, that 
“all men be saved, and come unto the knowledge 
of the truth, the gospel of their salvation.” ‘They 
who preach this, are “ unto God a sweet savour of 
Christ,” &c. While those who preach falsehood, 
are an abomination in his sight. 
- — a 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
ELEGANT EXTRACTS FROM VARIOUS 
MISSIONARY JOURNALS. 

Page 389. “I hope the subjeet of missions is 
beginning to occupy more of the attention ot 
Christians at large ; and for one I feel determined 
to maintain the doctrine, both in public and private, 
that without the spirit of missions, it is not possible 
for aman to be a Christian.” 
ard of orthodoxy. 


[This is a new stand- 
An iron bedstead in earnest.- 
Does not this zealot know, that one entire sect (the 
Friends,) have entered their protest against his an- 
tichristian crusade ? Dare he say that they are not 
Christians? Does he not know that many pious 
Christians, of almost every sect, have kept aloof— 
have not aided this stupendous system of fraud and 
wickedness—a system more dangerous to American 
liberty (if not checked,) than ever were the fleets 
and armies of Great-Britain.] This brainless zealot 
continues—* The cause of missions is the cause of 
Christ.” [For “ Christ” read “priests.”] “ Real 
Christians will connect their efforts to spread the 
gospel with their own hopes of heaven.” {What 
coald Peter the Hermit say more! Thomas Paine 
never uttered more indecent ribaldry against the 
gospel than this. ] ; 

Page 390. “I was struck by their telling me 
that the Caraites (Jews,) do not believe in the exist- 
ence of the devil,” &c. 
ence of the devil! 


[Not believe in the exist- 
They must be hereticks in- 
deed! The devil supplies our missionaries with 
bread. If he should die, what would become of 
them, and their craft ?] 
<< 
MISSIONARY ECONOMY. 

“In the year 1821, the American board of 
Foreign Missions had 24 missionaries in their em- 
ploy, and expended $46,000." This expenditure is 
equal to $1916, for each missionary. Let it be re- 
membered, that the passages of these missionaries 
are generally gratuitous! It appears, therefore, 
from this statement, that these wonderful men, who 
are extolled for disinterested benevolence and hard- 
ships, are very liberally supplied with the cash, that 
celebrated article which clergymen love so dearly, 
and use so profusely. If the sum of nineteen 
hundred and sixteen dollars, will not supply a mis- 
sionary’s wants for the short term of one year, he 
must be prodigal indeed. How many poor families 
in the city of New-York are there, who “ bring the 
year about,” without one fifth-part of the money 
that is lavished on these pious drones! And yet 
we are told of their sacrifices! Their deprivations ! 
Their abstinence! Uf these pions men. who conde 
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scend to preach to the heathen for the small sum 
above-mentioned, will avoid a surfeit, they need not 


tear any danger from starvation ! 
 —<— 
MILKING THE GOATS. 


A subscription is bandied about, for the purpose 
f purchasing a lot of ground, and building a house, 
to be presented to the Rev. Mr. Cox. Whether this 
present is to be made (as medals are sometimes 
given,) to the Rev. Gentleman, for exercising his 
sagacity in discovering the cause of Yellow Fever 
m this city, we have not yet learned. But it seems 
“the goats are to be milked!” This is charity, we 
suppose, to beg a house and lot for friend Cox. 
One of his congregation, however, on. being applied 
to, stated, that they had better first raise money to 
pay the great debt the church owed! He spoke 
wisely. Another asked for a reason, and was told, 
that giving Mr. Cox a house, etc. would keep him 
with them. He wisely replied—Then I give nothing. 
I will not keep him, neither shall he keep me, any 
longer than [ please. Ifthe goats kick in this man- 
ner, there is reason to fear this charitable and Jaud- 
ible scheme will fall to the ground. Now, if the 
goats will take a word of advice, we give it freely, 
and say, Keep vour milk to nourish the widows and 
fatherless, and let the money-loving priests be con- 
tented with their already exorbitant salaries, or in- 
erease their possessions by the sweat of their own 
brows. 

—>—. 


CLERICAL DESIGNS. 


Extract from the Anniversary Election Sermon, de- 
livered by D. Huntingdon, before the Governor, 
Lieutenant- Governor, Council and Legislature 
of Massachusetis, May 29th, 1822. 


‘‘ Let the intelligent look at what is passing in 
many of our congregations and churches. Let 
them notice the projects that ure put in operation 
for enlisting partizans, and for augmenting their re- 
sources. To gain the control of friends, see them, 
not only fawning upon the widow, and those who 
ive so unhappy as to be destitute of near relatives, 
but watching around the dying pillow of the opu- 
lent, crying, like the horseleech, ‘ give, give ;’ en- 
couraging the belief, that every cent committed to 
their disposal, shall be a gem in that crown of glory 


finally to be bestowed as a reward to the fidelity of 


their votaries. 


“Tt is not to be disguised, that in some sections of 


this enlightened Christian community, there is too 
much evidence of a disposition for spiritual domi- 
nation. There are bodies of men, still claiming a 
jurisdiction as absolute, if not as extensive, as was 
ever claimed by the most imposing Pontiffs of the 
dark ages. We are daily conversant with those, 
who, with no superior claims to the necessary means 
of enlightening their fellow-men, and having ne 
credentials of any special illumination, seem to be 
constantly saying to those around them, ‘The se- 
cret of the Lord is with us, hear his words at our 


mouths.’ 
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ADDRESS TO DEITY. 
Eternal Father, am I not thy child 
Didst thou not unasked my being give ? 
Then, why should I be by thee exiled, 
Condemned éternally from thee to live 


What mov'd thy unchanging and all-wise mind 
Man from non-existence, to being call ? 
Was it not love eternal, anconfin’d, 
That gave existence to thy children al]? 


Reason for ever will this truth proclaim, 
Twas love eternal mov'd thee to create, 
And Nature's voice, as witness, doth exclaim 
God our Father, and happiness our fate 


As soon would I credit that I shall dissolve 
To non-existence, when I come to die, 
Or that the sun does round this earth revolve 

And every planet we behold on high; 


As dream that God’s original design 
Was not to make man blessed after death, 
Immortal bliss, great God, I know is mine. 
With all to whom thou shalt or didst give breat! 
O may I then to Thee, thou solely good, 
Think an eternal hymn of gratitude 
—>—— 
NOTICE 

The Stockholders of the Evangelical Association of New 
York, are requested to attend a Meeting of the Associati 
to be held on Tuesday, April 1, at 70’clock P. M. at i 
ton’s Academy, No. 63 Chrystie-street, to take into cons 
eration the affairs of the Association 

By order of the Standing Committee 

J. BRUSH, Sec'n 
—>_- 

{> Subseribers in distant towns are respectfully requester 
to pay their Subscriptions to the Agents of the Gos. Hera 
Subscribers in towns where no Agent resides, are request 
to forward the amount of their Subseriptions without dela 
Agents for the Gospel Herald, on receiving Subseripu 
in their respective towns, are requested to forward the sam 
to James Hall, No. 454 Pearl-street, the Treasurer of th 
Association. 

—~>— 

.". City Subscribers are informed, that the Carrier, I 
Lawrence, is authorized to receive their Subscriptions, an 
will receipt for the same. They will confer a favour ! 


paying their Subscriptions on demand. 
—>___ 
AGENTS FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


Capt. J. C. Churchill, Portiand, (Me.) Theodosius Par 
sons, Esq. Holmes Hole, (Mass.) Messrs. Noah 5. Ba 
ley, Norwalk, (Con.) Richard H. Woods, White Plains 
Ralph Malbone, Brooklyn; Benjamin Wright, Jama 
Ashbel Stoddard, Hudson; William R. Gregory, Ithaca 
(N. ¥.) Henry White, Petersburgh, (Vir.) Timothy Big 
low, Palmyra, Portage Co. David Loring, Cincinnati ; 1 
race Burroughs, Boardman, Trumbull Co. (Ohio.) Ge: 
shom D. Miller, Rahway; Williams Woolley, Morristow? 
(New-Jersey.) 

—p—- 
NOTICE. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment © 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerton’s Academy, 
Chrystie-street, every Friday Evening, at seven o'clock 











PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, AT THE OFFICE OF THE GOSPEL 
HERALD, NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREET. 
Payable in advance. 





